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BEFORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL
WESTERN ZONE BENCH AT PUNE
ORIGINAL APPLICATION NO.40 OF 2020

In the matter between:

 Ganesh Suresh Borade ...Applicant
Versus
Union of India & 4 Ors. ...Respondents

ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF RESPONDENT NO.4
i.e. National Highways Authority of India (‘NHAI’)

The Respondent No.4 most humbly submits as under:

1. This Hon’ble Tribunal vide Order dated 12.02.2204 was
pleased to direct this answering Respondent to file an affidavit
in terms of the Order.

2. This Affidavit is filed in compliance with the Order dated
12.02.2024 passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal.

I AVENUE PLANTATION:

1. The Respondent submits that the Respondent in December
2014 (26.12.2014) has deposited an amount of
Rs.17,78,13,255/-towards compensatory afforestation to be
carried out in three districts of Ahmednagar, Nasik and Pune.
The details of the amounts deposited by the Respondent with

the Forest Department are as under:
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Compensatory Total amount
Forest
Sl Afforestation deposited by
District Cutting
No. & Other Respondent
Charges
Charges No.4
1 Pune 3,21,66,568/- | 10,55,638/- | 3,32,22,206/-
Ahmednagar| 14,21,71,847/- | 3,35,440/- | 14,25,07,287/-
Nashik 20,82,262/- 1500/ - 20,83,762/-
TOTAL  17,78,13,255/-

2. Further, the Social Forestry Department vide its letter dated
06.07.2023 raised a demand of Rs.2.7i crores to carry out
avenue plantation. The answering Respondent has made the
said payment and informed the same vide letter dated
15.03.2024. The copies of the letter dated 06.07.2023 and
15.03.2024 are collectively annexed herewith and marked as

Annexure-1 (éolly).

‘3. Furthermore, the Social Forestry Department vide its letter
dated 12.12.2023 raised a revised demand of Rs. 23.41 crores
to carry out avenue plantation. The copy of the letter dated

12.12.2023 is annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-2.

4. The said revised demand was sent to NHAI New Delhi for
approval. Upon consideration by NHAI (Green Highway
Division), it was observed that the method of computation was
not uniform to all the three districts in terms of Ahmednagar
considered 10% allowance over and above the cost estimate,
whereas no such provision was made in respect of the estimate

for other two districts, viz. Nashik and Pune.
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5. Further, the proposed revised estimate is for a period of 6
years, whereas the project period prescribed was for S years
with first year for preparation and plantation and the next four
years for maintenance. Similarly, provision for maintenance of

existing trees and plants was proposed in the proposal for

Pune, whereas, no such proposal was made in respect of other

two districts viz. Nashik and Ahmednagar.

6. Further, there was also variation in proposed number of
plants in block plantation as well as costs estimates. For
instance, proposal for Pune, the cost estimate for block
planation was Rs.1,57,05,916/- with 30,000 plants per Ha
and proposal for Ahmednagar was Rs.14,49,829/- with 7,500
plants per Ha.

7. Due to the lack of aforesaid uniformity, the answering
Respondent sought clarification/ justification from the Social
Forestry Department vide letter dated 13.02.2024. In reply
thereto, the Social Forestry Department vide letter dated
04.03.2024 submitted clarifications/ justifications along with
certain documents. The copies of the letters dated 13.02.2024
and 04.03.2024 are annexed collectively herewith and marked

as Annexure-3 (colly).

8. The Respondent submits that the justifications as received
was unacceptable and not in conformity with applicable
guidelines, the Respondent again vide letter dated 15.03.2024
sought further clarification from the Social Forestry
Department. The copy of the letters dated 15.03.2024 is

annexed herewith and marked as Annexure-4.




II.

9.

11
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The Respondent submits that the Respondent is in consistent
engagement with the Social Forestry Department to seek
clarifications and particulars of computation of the revised
demand and upon clarification of the same, the requisite

payment shall be made by the Respondent.

. Therefore, the Respondent submits that the Respondent has

not caused any deliberate delay to make payment to the Social
Forestry Department. In this background, the Respondent
seeks additional time to make the requisite payment for
avenue plantation and this Hon’ble Tribunal may be pleased
to not impose any interest on this Respondent for any delay
that may be caused during its engagement with the Social

Forestry Department.

RAIN WATER HARVESTING:

. The Respondent submits that the water level along the road is

very shallow, hence construction of rainwater harvesting
structure is not feasible. However, during the site inspection,
it was observed that the water depth in a nearby well at
Narayangaon bypass is more than 3 to 6 meters and therefore,
a recommendation was made by the Joint Committee that
NHAI shall carry out the survey of bore-wells along the road
and construct the rain water harvesting structures at feasible
locations, in consultation with the Central Ground Water
Board (CGWA). Based on the said recommendations, the
Respondent No.4 had commenced the construction of rain
water harvesting structures at feasible locations. In total 276
such structures can be constructed, out of which 46
structures have been constructed in Pune district, while

construction of 18 rain water harvesting structures are in
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progress at Kalamb and Alephata Bypass. For the remaining
structures, the answering Respondent has issued tenders,

inviting bids for construction of the balance works.

PRAYER:

Wherefore, in the light of the facts and circumstances of the case,
the Respondent No.4 most humbly prays that this Hon’ble Tribunal
be pleased to pass appropriate orders and dispose off the Original

Application, on account of compliance by the Respondent No.4.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

Place: Pune

Date: 04.04.2024
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VERIFICATION
I, Sanjay Kadam, Deputy General Manager & Project Director, PIU,

Pune, the authorized representative of the Respondent No.4, having

office at BIAF Bhawan Campus, Dr. Manibhai Desai Nagar, Warje,

Pune-411 058, state on solemn affirmation that the contents of this
Affidavit on behalf of the Respondent No.4 are true and correct and
the same are based on the records maintained at our office and are
correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

In witness whereof, I have signed this day.

Place: Pune

Date: 04.04.2024 B
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National Highways Authority of India

( Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of India.)
Project implementation Unit, Pune.

A, $3%/2, TG I I, BT, HUNHTE Q6T TR, GRS, IO - ¥23 ok, WERTY T,
S.No. 134/1, BAIF Bhawan Campus, Dr. Manibhai Desai Nagar, Warje Pune - 411 058. Maharashtra State.
W/Tel.: 020 29706884 / 85/ 81 Email: pune@nhai.org

NHAI/PIU/PUNE/Khed-Sinnar/NGT/Forest/2024/951 15.03.2024

To,

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Social Forestry),
Central Building,

Pune-411001.

Sub.: Khed - Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km. 177/000) Stretch of NH-60 - Submission of Cost estimate
for tree planation & cultivation for Approval- NGT Matter-Reg.

Ref :
i.  Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar letter No. 138/2023-24 dt.
08.06.2023.
ii.  Range Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar letter No. 248/2023-24 dt.

06.07.2023.
iii.  This office letter No. 2888 dt. 24.07.2023.

iv. RO Mumbai eoffice No. 214779 dt.26.07.2023.
v.  Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar letter No.432 dt.30.10.2023.
Sir,

1. With reference to above subject, DFO, Social Forestry Nashik, has submitted the cost
estimate vide letter No. 248/2023-24 dt. 06.07.2023 along with letter from DFO, Social
Forestry Ahmednagar vide letter No. 138/2023-24 dt. 08.06.2023 for an amount of Rs.
2.71 Cr. to this office.

2. Accordingly, this office has forwarded the proposal for the approval of Competent
Authority vide this office letter No. 2888 dt. 24.07.2023 (eoffice No. 214779
dt.26.07.2023).

3. In response, Competent Authority of RO Mumbai has approved the cost estimate
amounting to Rs. 2.71 Cr for tree planation & cultivation along National Highway No. 60
through Social Forestry.

4. The same communicated to Forest Department vide letter No.2963 dt. 28.07.2023 and
requested to provide the account details for depositing the said cost for above said work
on priority basis. In response DFO, Social Forestry Ahmednagar had submitted Account
details to this office vide letter No. 432/2023-24 dt. 30.10.2023.

5. In response this office has deposit the amount of Rs. 2.71 Cr. to Account No.
11099464025, Bank Name:- MAH EKATMIK PADIK JAMEEN VIKAS YANTRANA on dt.
16.03.2024.

6. This is for your information and necessary action.

Thanking you,.
Yours fajthfully

(S. S. Kadam)

DGM (Tech) & Project Director
Encl :- as above.

Copy to:
1. CGM (Tech), RO Mumbai - for information please.

T HRT : St 5 T 6, AR 10, IR, 75 Togl- 110 075 QTN: 2507 4100 / 2507 4200 Hard: 011 - 2509 2507 / 2509 3514
a'a'Frl‘QZ:http://www.nhai.org

Head Office: No. G5 & 6, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110 075. Tel. No.: 011 - 2507 4100 / 2507 4200 Fax No. 011 - 2509 2507 / 2509 3514
Web Site : hitp://www.nhai.org
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Conservator of Forest, Pune , Vanbhavan, Bhamburda, Gokhalenagar, Pune-411016- for
information.

Conservator of Forest, Nashik , Central Bldg, 2™ Floor, Nashik Road, Nashik- for
information please.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar, District Admn Bldg, Opp-
Akashwani, Savedi, Ahmednagar,- for information please.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division, Pune , Sy. No.49 Forest Colony, Opp-
Naren Hill, Near Salunke Vihar, Wanwadi-Pune-411022- for information please.

M/s. SA Infra Consultant Pvt. Ltd. - for information.
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National Highways Authority of India

( Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of India.)
Project implementation Unit, Pune.

T, 93¥/3, T WA I, <. HoMTS 20T T, AR, IO - ¥28 o, HETIY T
S.No. 134/1, BAIF Bhawan Campus, Dr. Manibhai Desai Nagar, Warje Pune - 411 058. Maharashtra State.

/Tel.: 020 29706884 / 85 / 81 Email: pune@nhai.org
NHAI/PIU/PUNEﬁhed-Sinnar/NGT/Forest/2024/ 539 13.02.2024
To,

To,

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Social Forestry),
Central Building,
Pune-411001.

Sub.:Khed - Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km. 177/000) Stretch of NH-60 - Submission of Cost estimate
for tree planation & cultivation for Approval- NGT Matter-Reg.
Ref :-
i. NGT Order dt. 27.08.2020.
ii.  Hon’ble Minister Meeting dt. 08.02.2023.
iii.  SDM, Sangamner order dt. 09.02.2023.
iv.  This office letter No. 1714 dt. 01.05.2023.
V. This office letter No. 2150 dt. 06.06.2023.
vi.  This office letter No. 3967 dt. 13.10.2023.
vii.  Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Ahmednagar No.248 dt. 06.07.2023.
viii.  This office letter No. 2888 dt. 24.07.2023.
iX. RO Mumbai eoffice No. 214779 dt.26.07.2023
x.  Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Ahmednagar No.427 dt. 26.10.2023
xi.  This office letter No. 4247 dt. 01.11.2023.
xii.  Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Nashik No.292 dt. 31.10.2023 (Received on
13.11.2023)
xiii.  Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Pune No.422 dt. 20.11.2023.
xiv.  NGT hearing dated 20.11.2023.
xv.  This office letter No. 4476 dt. 22.11.2023 (Eoffice No.229861).
xvi.  NHAI HQ eoffice No. 229861 dt. 07.02.2024.

Sir,

1. With reference to above subject,the proposal was forwarded to RO Mumbai for tree
plantation & cultivation for approval vide this office letter No. 4476 dt. 22.11.2023. RO
Mumbai has forwarded the same to NHAI HQ for approval. NHAI HQ has forwarded the
Green Highway Division for necessary comments.

2. Green Highway Division NHAI HQ has examined the cost estimate for tree plantation and
cultivation including block plantation with 5 years maintenance in proposal and after
examination submitted there following observations about the plantation proposals:-

The brief description of the proposals is as follows:
A. Avenue Plantation.

Items Description

Name of the project Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km 177/000)
Stretch of NH-60 in RO-Mumbai

Implementing Agency Social Forestry, Pune

U FEte™ : St 5 T 6, QX 10, TRHT, T8 Figl- 110 075 TI: 2507 4100 / 2507 4200 er: 011 - 2509 2507 / 2509 354&'
N ? b
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Project Length (in KM) including chainage

57 Km (Km 42.000 to Km 99.000)

Plantable Length 20 Km
(in KM)
Total no. of Trees to be planted 10,000

Total Estimated cost of trees to be planted (in
Rs.)

Rs. 6,16,24.700 (10,000 * 6162.47)

Cost per tree (in Rs.)

Rs. 6162.47

Additional maintenance Cost of existing [Rs. 1,60,37.480 (Rs. 7,76,62,180- Rs.
trees/plants available in the stretch (in Rs.) 6,16,24.700)
Total Estimated Cost for avenue plantation (in [Rs. 7,76,62,180
Rs.)
Items Description

Name of the project

Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km 177/000)
Stretch of NH-60 in RO-Mumbai

Implementing Agency

Social Forestry, Ahmednagar

Project Length (in KM) including chainage

60 Km (Km 99.000 to Km 159.000)

Plantable Length 22.50 Km
(in KM)
Total no. of Trees to be planted 12,750

Total Estimated cost of trees to be planted (in
Rs.)

Rs. 7.85, 55,001

Cost per tree (in Rs.)

Rs. 6162.47

Additional maintenance Cost of existing
trees/plants available in the stretch (in Rs.)

Nil

Items

Description

Name of the project

Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km 177/000)
Stretch of NH-60 in RO-Mumbai

Implementing Agency

Social Forestry, Nashik

Project Length (in KM) including chainage

21 Km (Km 159.000 to Km 180.000)

Plantable Length 11.50 Km
(in KM)
Total no. of Trees to be planted 5,750

Total Estimated cost of trees to be planted (in
Rs.)

Rs. 3,54,33.602

Cost per tree (in Rs.)

Rs. 6162.47

Additional maintenance Cost of existing
trees/plants available in the stretch (in Rs.)

Nil

Total Estimated Cost for avenue plantation (in
le.)

Rs. 3.54.33.602
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B.Group Planting

Items

Description

Name of the project

Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km 177/000)
Stretch of NH-60 in RO-Mumbai

Planting at

2 Locations (2 Ha.)

Implementing Agency

Social Forestry, Nashik

Total no. of Trees to be planted

60,000 (30.000 plants per Ha. , 3 plants per
sqm.)

Cost per tree (in Rs.)

Rs. 523.53

Total Estimated cost of trees to be planted (in Rs.)

Rs. 3,14,11,832 (Rs. 1,57,05,916 per Ha. )

Items Description
Name of the project Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km 177/000)
Stretch of NH-60 in RO-Mumbai
Planting at 2 Locations (2 Ha.)

Implementing Agency

Social Forestry, Ahmednagar

Total no. of Trees to be planted

15,000 (7,500 plants per Ha.)

Cost per tree (in Rs.)

Rs. 523.53

Total Estimated cost of trees to be planted (in Rs.)

Rs. 28,99,659 ( Rs. 14,49,829 per Ha.)

i.  Ahmednagar proposal includes 10% allowance i.e Rs. 81,45,466 over and above the
total cost estimates of both linear and block plantation. Such a provision is not a part
of the cost estimates of the other 2 proposals. There may be a proper justification for

such a allowance in one proposal only,
Department.

as a part of the SoR of the State Forest

The project proposals submitted are for a project period of 6 years from 2023-24 to

2028-29. As per SOP of NHAI, the project period prescribed is for 5 years, the first year
remains the year of preparation and planting followed by subsequent 4 years for post
planting operations, maintenance and protection.

iii.

In linear plantation, the no. of plants to be planted should be as IRC SP 21: 2009

distance specification in available ROW roadside land keeping in account the existing
trees and plants. Accordingly, the number of plants may be proposed in the project on
the basis of the IRC specifications for complete saturation. In 3 linear proposals, only

Pune Division has made provisions of Rs.

1,60,37,480 for the additional maintenance

of existing trees and plants. However, the number of existing plants is not available in

this project. In other 2 proposals, no i

nformation is available about the existing

plants/trees. In proposal under reference the inventory of existing plants/trees may
be provided. In addition, the maintenance cost for that in the project period along

&
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with the new plantation may be provided in Ahmednagar and Nashik proposals if
required.

Regarding block plantation in Pune and Ahmednagar, the area undertaken is 2 Ha. at
2 locations each. But there is wide variation in proposed number of plants as well as
the cost estimates. In Pune proposal, the cost estimates is Rs. 1,57,05,916 with 30,000
plants per Ha. which is 11 times more than the Ahmednagar estimate which is Rs.
14,49,829 with 7,500 plants per Ha. The variation may be supported by proper
justification on the basis of site specific conditions of the project area.

The project proposals may be reviewed on the basis of the above observations for
better understanding and implementation.

3. It is requested to submit necessary clarification /justification compliance report to this
office for further necessary action.

Thanking you,.

Yours faithfully

s

(S. S. Kadam)
DGM (Tech) & Project Director

Encl :- as above.

Copy to:
1.
2,

3.

o~ U

CGM (Tech), Maharashtra Division, NHAI HQ - for information please.

Conservator of Forest, Pune , Vanbhavan, Bhamburda, Gokhalenagar, Pune-411016- for
information.

Conservator of Forest, Nashik , Central Bldg, 2" Floor, Nashik Road, Nashik- for
information please.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar, District Admn Bldg, Opp-
Akashwani, Savedi, Ahmednagar,- for information please.

M/s. SA Infra Consultant Pvt. Ltd. - for information.

Master File
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Pune - 411 022 Date — 4.03.2024
To,
Conservator of Forest
Social Forestry, Pune
Subject - Khed-Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km. 177/000) Stretch of NH 60 Submission of Cost
estimate for tree plantation & cultivation for Approval- NGT Matter-Reg
Refrence:- 1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests, Social Forestry Maharashtra State
letter number 1/plan/23692023-24 date 23/02/2024
2. DGM (Tech) and project director NHAI letter number ~NHAI/PIU/PUNE
Khed - Sinnar /NGT/Forest/2024/ 539 13.02.2024.
Resp. /Sir

With reference to the above subject and reference, NHAI has requested the submission
of necessary clarification/justification to better understand and implement the project proposal.”
“We are submitting point-by-point clarification/justification along with attached documents.”

1. Clarification: The Ahmednagar proposal includes a 10% allowance of Rs. 81,45,466
over and above the total cost estimates for both linear and block plantation. This
provision is not part of the cost estimates for the other two proposals. We have
incorporated a 10% annual rate hike for labor costs within the estimates themselves,
rather than specifying them separately.

2. Clarification: Although NHAI's SOP prescribes a project period of 5 years, the Forest
Department and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests have sanctioned a 6-year
project period from 2023-24 to 2028-29. This decision aligns with the state’s
plantation working procedure, where pre-monsoon operations {pit digging) and
plantation operations are divided for ease of implementation, resulting in separate
estimates for each.

3. Clarification: In linear plantation, the number of plants to be planted should adhere to
IRC SP 21 2009 distance specifications in the available ROW roadside land, considering
existing trees and plants. However, the inventory of existing plants/trees is not
available in the proposal under reference. Social Forestry Pune Division does not
account for the maintenance cost of existing plants planted by NHAI or other agencies.
Our estimates focus solely on new plantation work and maintenance for the next five
years, including a 10% annual rate hike for labor costs within the estimates
themselves.
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4. Clarification: Regarding block plantation in Pune and Ahmednagar, there is variation in
the proposed number of plants and cost estimates. Social Forestry Pune Division has
submitted a block plantation proposal for two sites, each with an area of 1 hectare and
a total of 60,000 plants (30,000 per hectare). The estimate is prepared in accordance
with the model estimate sanctioned by the Forest Department.

We are submitting this for further necessary action.

Thank you,

(Asha Bhong
Divisional Forest Officer,
Social Forestry Division, Pune
Copy - Resp. Pccf Social Forestry Maharashtra State, Pune for information.
opy — Dgm (Tech) & Project Director, Pune for information & necessary action.
Copy — Assistant Director SFD Division Pune
Copy — Range Forest Officer SFD, Khed/Junner/Ambegaon
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National Highways Authority of India
( Ministry of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of India.)
Project implementation Unit, Pune.

A, 23¥/2, T% WA FF0E, . AU 6 TR, IR, IO - ¥R ok, HEWIY T

S.No. 134/1, BAIF Bhawan Campus, Dr. Manibhai Desai Nagar, Warje Pune - 411 058. Maharashtra State.

NHAI/PIU/PUNE/Khed-Sinnar/NGT/Forest/2024/949

To,
To,

{(“JTGT/ Tel.: 020 29706884 / 85 / 81 Email: pune@nhai.org

Principal Chief Conservator of Forest (Social Forestry),
Central Building,
Pune-411001.

Sub.: Khed - Sinnar (Km. 42/000 to Km. 177/000) Stretch of NH-60 - Submission of Cost estimate
for tree planation & cultivation for Approval- NGT Matter-Reg.

Ref :

i.
ii.
jii.
iv.
V.
vi.
vii.
viii.
ix.
X.
xi.
Xii.

Xiii.
Xiv.
XV.
XVi.
Xvii.

Xviii.

Sir,

NGT Order dt. 27.08.2020.

Hon’ble Minister Meeting dt. 08.02.2023.

SDM, Sangamner order dt. 09.02.2023.

This office letter No. 1714 dt. 01.05.2023.

This office letter No. 2150 dt. 06.06.2023.

This office letter No. 3967 dt. 13.10.2023.

Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Ahmednagar No.248 dt. 06.07.2023.

This office letter No. 2888 dt. 24.07.2023.

RO Mumbai eoffice No. 214779 dt.26.07.2023

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Ahmednagar No.427 dt. 26.10.2023

This office letter No. 4247 dt. 01.11.2023.

Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Nashik No.292 dt. 31.10.2023 (Received on
13.11.2023)

Conservator of Forest, Social Forestry Pune No.422 dt. 20.11.2023.

NGT hearing dated 20.11.2023.

This office letter No. 4476 dt. 22.11.2023 (Eoffice N0.229861).

NHAI HQ eoffice No. 229861 dt. 07.02.2024.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division, Pune letter No. 588/2023-24 dt.
04.03.2024.

This office letter No.539 dt. 13.02.2024.

15.03.2024

1. With reference to above subject,the compliance report submitted by Divisional Forest
Officer, Social Forestry Division Pune vide letter No.588/2023-24 dt. 04.03.2024 was
forwarded to RO Mumbai for tree plantation & cultivation for approval vide eoffice
No.22986. RO Mumbai has forwarded the same to NHAI HQ for approval. NHAI HQ has
forwarded Green Highway Division for necessary comments.

2. Green Highway Division NHAI HQ has examined the compliance submitted by Social Forest
Department and after examination submitted there following observations about the
plantation proposals:-

i.  The project period of 5 years as prescribed in SOP of NHAI is being followed across
the country by all State Forest Departments for implementation of sanctioned
plantation projects including State Forest Department, Maharashtra where several
projects are under implementation in Nagpur Region.

Tu SR : S 5 TE 6, FFRX 10, TG, 8 fagh- 110 075 AT: 2507 4100 / 2507 4200 Haa: 011 - 2509 2507 / 2509 3514

JHTSZ: htp://www.nhai.org

Head Office: No. G5 & 6, Sector 10, Dwarka, New Delhi - 110 075. Tel. No.: 011 - 2507 4100 / 2507 4200 Fax No. 011 - 2509 2507 / 2509 3514
Web Site : hitp://www.nhai.org



ii.

iii.

869

The plantations on National Highways are carried out as per specifications of IRC:SP-
21 guidelines only. Accordingly, the inventory of existing trees/plants are essential
to ascertain required number of plants for densification to saturate the Highways
stretches. In addition, the existing plants planted by the Concessionaire under
contractual obligations are required to be maintained to the extent they are
sustainable to survive at their own in prescribed 5 years plantation project period. In
the stretches under reference, the existing plants need be taken care of either by
the concessionaire or by proposed new plantation agency (State Forest Department).
In this matter, it is also pertinent to point out that how two agencies will operate for
maintenance of their respective plants in the same stretch concurrently.

Regarding block plantation, the high density plantation appears to be similar to
Miyawaki model in which 3 to 4 plants per square meter are planted. But in this case
under reference, the plantation model of Social Forestry, Nashik (30,000 plants per
Ha.) and Social Forestry, Ahmednagar( 7,500 plants per Ha.) are quite different and
the clarification given is not justifying the difference on the basis of site specific
conditions of the project area.

3. It is requested to submit necessary clarification /justification compliance report to this
office for further necessary action.

Thanking you,.

Yours faithfully

(S. S. Kadam)
DGM (Tech) & Project Director

Encl :- as above.

Copy to:
1.
2.

3.

No

CGM (Tech), Maharashtra Division, NHAI HQ - for information please.

Conservator of Forest, Pune , Vanbhavan, Bhamburda, Gokhalenagar, Pune-411016- for
information.

Conservator of Forest, Nashik , Central Bldg, 2" Floor, Nashik Road, Nashik- for
information please.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry, Ahmednagar, District Admn Bldg, Opp-
Akashwani, Savedi, Ahmednagar,- for information please.

Divisional Forest Officer, Social Forestry Division, Pune , Sy. No.49 Forest Colony, Opp-
Naren Hill, Near Salunke Vihar, Wanwadi-Pune-411022- for information please.

M/s. SA Infra Consultant Pvt. Ltd. - for information.
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